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Report on Participation in Transportation Research Board (TRB) Conference, 05-09 

January 2025, Washington D.C, USA 

This report provides an overview of my participation at the 2025 TRB conference, held from 

January 5-9, 2025, at Washington D.C, USA. My attendance at this conference was partly made 

possible by the travel grant from the Israeli Smart Transportation Research Center (ISTRC), 

for which I am sincerely grateful. During the conference, I had to opportunity to present our 

paper, co-authored with Dr. Alphonse Nkurunziza and Prof. Karel Martens titled “Urban 

Roads: Enablers or Barriers to Walking? Insights from Kigali, Rwanda,” in a lectern session 

on January 6, 2025, under the TRB Standing Committee on Transportation in the Developing 

Countries (AME40).   

The TRB conference is one of the world’s leading transportation events, held annually to 

advance transportation research. This year’s conference, like previous editions, attracted a 

diverse group of researchers, practitioners, and policymakers from around the globe. The 

program featured a new attendee workshop, which I participated in as it was my first time 

attending the conference, along with trade fairs, parallel lectern sessions under various standing 

committees, poster presentations, panel sessions, and standing committee meetings. Most of 

the parallel sessions and standing committee meetings I attended, including my own 

presentation, were held in AME40. I received valuable feedback from my presentation and 

gained useful insights from other sessions, which have helped refine our paper and reshape my 

PhD research. I also participated in several lectern and poster sessions from the Pedestrian 

Committee (ACH10), which aligned closely with my research area.  

Attending the TRB conference was a valuable experience for both my educational career and 

personal life. The first day was particularly challenging due to the large number of participants, 

the size of the venue, and the variety of sessions and programs. Moving from one session to 

another was confusing, but with help from conference staff and friends, I was able to navigate 

through the day. The following days were much easier as I became more familiar with the 

layout and schedule. Overall, the conference offered excellent networking opportunities. I had 

the chance to meet and interact with leading experts and fellow researchers, which led to 

meaningful exchanges of ideas and potential collaborations. On a personal note, being in the 

US for the first time, visiting other cities before the conference, and experiencing snowfall for 

the first time were memorable highlights of the trip. 

For future participants, I recommend preparing for networking before attending the conference. 

It's also important to attend the new attendee session, lectern sessions, poster sessions, and 

standing committee meetings. The new attendee session helps you navigate the conference, 

while the lectern sessions offer opportunities for constructive knowledge exchange between 

presenters and the audience. Poster sessions are more relaxed but highly informative, allowing 

one-on-one interactions with presenters and networking opportunities. Standing committee 
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meetings are valuable for connecting with others in your research area and for joining the 

committee’s mailing list. These meetings also provide insight into committee activities, 

challenges, and future research topics. 

Attending the TRB conference was an enriching experience for me. The knowledge gained and 

connections made will undoubtedly contribute to my ongoing research and professional 

development. I am forever grateful to the ISTRC for their financial support towards my trip. 

Sincerely, 

Chebe Polycap Chesifu 

Technion-Israel Institute of Technology. 
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