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Report on Participation in Transportation Research Board (TRB) Conference, 05-09
January 2025, Washington D.C, USA

This report provides an overview of my participation at the 2025 TRB conference, held from
January 5-9, 2025, at Washington D.C, USA. My attendance at this conference was partly made
possible by the travel grant from the Israeli Smart Transportation Research Center (ISTRC),
for which I am sincerely grateful. During the conference, | had to opportunity to present our
paper, co-authored with Dr. Alphonse Nkurunziza and Prof. Karel Martens titled “Urban
Roads: Enablers or Barriers to Walking? Insights from Kigali, Rwanda,” in a lectern session
on January 6, 2025, under the TRB Standing Committee on Transportation in the Developing
Countries (AMEA40).

The TRB conference is one of the world’s leading transportation events, held annually to
advance transportation research. This year’s conference, like previous editions, attracted a
diverse group of researchers, practitioners, and policymakers from around the globe. The
program featured a new attendee workshop, which | participated in as it was my first time
attending the conference, along with trade fairs, parallel lectern sessions under various standing
committees, poster presentations, panel sessions, and standing committee meetings. Most of
the parallel sessions and standing committee meetings | attended, including my own
presentation, were held in AME40. | received valuable feedback from my presentation and
gained useful insights from other sessions, which have helped refine our paper and reshape my
PhD research. | also participated in several lectern and poster sessions from the Pedestrian
Committee (ACH10), which aligned closely with my research area.

Attending the TRB conference was a valuable experience for both my educational career and
personal life. The first day was particularly challenging due to the large number of participants,
the size of the venue, and the variety of sessions and programs. Moving from one session to
another was confusing, but with help from conference staff and friends, | was able to navigate
through the day. The following days were much easier as | became more familiar with the
layout and schedule. Overall, the conference offered excellent networking opportunities. | had
the chance to meet and interact with leading experts and fellow researchers, which led to
meaningful exchanges of ideas and potential collaborations. On a personal note, being in the
US for the first time, visiting other cities before the conference, and experiencing snowfall for
the first time were memorable highlights of the trip.

For future participants, | recommend preparing for networking before attending the conference.
It's also important to attend the new attendee session, lectern sessions, poster sessions, and
standing committee meetings. The new attendee session helps you navigate the conference,
while the lectern sessions offer opportunities for constructive knowledge exchange between
presenters and the audience. Poster sessions are more relaxed but highly informative, allowing
one-on-one interactions with presenters and networking opportunities. Standing committee
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meetings are valuable for connecting with others in your research area and for joining the
committee’s mailing list. These meetings also provide insight into committee activities,

challenges, and future research topics.

Attending the TRB conference was an enriching experience for me. The knowledge gained and
connections made will undoubtedly contribute to my ongoing research and professional
development. | am forever grateful to the ISTRC for their financial support towards my trip.

Sincerely,
Chebe Polycap Chesifu
Technion-Israel Institute of Technology.
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You don't often get email from trbtechnicalactivitiesdivision@nas.edu. Learn why
this is important
The Transportation Research Board thanks you for attending the TRB
Annual Meeting.

TRB would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to become
involved in our standing committee activities by signing-up as a “Friend”
of a committee through MyTRB [www.mytrb.org].

To view all of TRB's standing committees, go to the MyTRB Online
Directory.

Instructions on how to sign-up as a “Friend”:
- Go to MyTRB: www.mytrb.org
- Enter vour login information. or click on “Forgot Password” if vou don't

a) Except of participation appreciation email b) Presentation during the conference
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Monday. 03:45 p.m. - 05:30 p.m., Convention Center, 146A

Transforming Urban Mobility: Innovations and Challenges in Developing Contexts

Ning Li, Virginia Department of Transportation, presiding

Nicholas Caros. International Transport Forum, presiding

Sponsored By Standing Committee on Transportation in the Developing Countries, International Coordinating Council,
Subcommittee on Roadway System Management and Operations, Safety, and Resilience, Subcommittee on Sustainable
and Equitable Access and Mobility for All

In the pursuit of sustainable urban development, the transportation landscape in developing countries faces unique
challenges and opportunities. This session will explore critical insights into urban roads and their role in promoting or
hindering mobility, with a focus on pedestrian safety, infrastructure development, and the implications of environmental
factors on transportation systems. Key topics include the evaluation of urban road in Rwanda; the assessment of road
safety amidst the construction of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) corridors in Dar es Salaam, and the adaptation of Vision Zero
principles to in Nigeria during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Adapting Vision Zero for Improving Pedestrian Safety in Developing Countries: Strategies and Priorities for

Urban Roads (TRBAM-25-01098)

Abbas Sheykhfard/Texas Southern University, Subasish Das/Texas Southern University. Soheila Saeedi/Texas Southern
University, Mohammad Mehdi Oshanreh/Texas Southern University, Boni Kutela/Texas Southern University
Spatiotemporal Analysis of Nigeria's Flooding Season Impacts On Human Mobility And COVID-19 Spread

(TRBAM-25-02786)

Kailun Liu/Villanova University, Xin Wu/Villanova University, Lele Zhang/Villanova University, Chenfeng Xiong/Villanova
University ~

Urban Roads: Enablers or Barriers to Walking? Insights from Kigali, Rwanda (TRBAM-25-03752) (
Polycap Chebe/Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, Alphonse Nkurunziza/Technion - Israel Institute of Technology,

Karel Martens/Technion - Israel Institute of Technology

Evaluation of Dragon Teeth Markings in High-Speed to Cow-Speed Transitiomural Highways: An
Empirical Study in a Developing Country City (TRBAM-25-06193)
Antonio Hurtado-Beltran/Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolas de Hidalgo, Emilio Rubio-Torres/Universidad
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¢) Session on the conference program



