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TL;DR 

Socialize - speak with other researchers, at posters and social events held by the conference. 

Don’t just go to see posters in your field, wander around the poster session and see what 

catches your eye. Don’t be afraid to ask questions! 

Introduction: 

The International Conference on Machine Learning (ICML) stands as one of the premier 

academic conferences in the field of machine learning (ML). While many professionals, 

researchers, and students access ICML content online, attending the conference in person 

offers a distinctive array of benefits that can contribute immensely to one's academic and 

professional growth. 

Advantages of In-Person Attendance at ICML: 

1. Meeting Fellow Researchers: 

○ Personal Connection: Attending ICML in person provides the opportunity to 

meet face-to-face with authors of papers, researchers whose work you admire, 

and potential future collaborators. This personal connection can help to deepen 

relationships and foster a sense of community. 

○ Discussion and Feedback: Direct interactions allow for spontaneous 

discussions on research topics, sharing insights, and receiving immediate 

feedback on one’s ideas or work. 

2. Networking Opportunities: 

○ Career Prospects: ICML often attracts talent scouts, academic recruiters, and 

industry professionals looking for leading researchers in the field. Being present 

allows attendees to make an impression that can lead to potential job or research 

opportunities. 

○ Building Collaborations: The informal conversations during coffee breaks, 

luncheons, or social events can lead to new research collaborations or multi-

institutional projects. 

○ Volunteering is a great place to meet new people: During the two 4-hour 

shifts I had volunteering I made 2-3 connections with possible collaboration. You 

never know where you will meet new colleagues! **** 



3. Learning New Topics: 

○ Diverse Sessions: ICML comprises multiple parallel sessions, workshops, and 

tutorials. By being present, attendees can hop between sessions and get 

exposed to a wider variety of topics than they might typically study or research. 

Note that these sessions are usually short and offer a teaser of each work, you 

will need to read the papers. 

○ Tutorials and Workshops: ICML tutorials and workshops offer hands-on 

experiences where attendees can work directly with new tools, datasets, or 

methodologies under the guidance of experts. These are longer than the oral 

session and where you can actually learn new stuff. 

4. Keeping Up with the State of the Art: 

○ Latest Developments: ICML presentations showcase the latest research 

developments, providing insights into where the field is headed. Attending these 

talks ensures you're at the forefront of ML knowledge. 

○ Clarifications and In-Depth Understanding: The Q&A sessions and the 

possibility to chat with authors post-presentation allow attendees to delve deeper 

into the intricacies of the work presented and gain a clearer understanding. 

Conclusion: 

While the digital age has enabled the wider dissemination of knowledge, making it possible for 

many to access ICML content remotely, attending the conference in person remains an 

unparalleled experience. The direct interactions, immersive learning environment, and diverse 

networking opportunities offered by ICML can serve as a catalyst for academic and professional 

growth, making in-person attendance a highly valuable endeavor for anyone in the machine 

learning field. 
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